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For the First Time, Appalachian Corridor Becomes a LandownerFor the First Time, Appalachian Corridor Becomes a Landowner  

 

Thanks to the generous donation of Mr. Berthier Plante, Appalachian Corridor now owns L’Annedda Nature Reserve, a protected area of 
5.12 hectares located in the Municipality of Ulverton. 

 
Natural history enthusiast and passionate about 
trees, Mr. Plante acquired these lands in 1996 to pre-
serve the natural state of the wooded shoreline along 
the St. Francis River. He now wants Appalachian  
Corridor ‒ with which he established a relationship of 
trust over the years ‒ to ensure the protection and 
conservation of these lands in perpetuity. “Those who 
know the site consider it blessed by the Gods. We 
need to share field-knowledge, and make people love 
this place and its inhabitants. This is probably the best 
option to pass on the torch to the rest of the world,” 
he said. 
 
With 12 years of conservation activities and 
12,500 hectares of protected area under its belt,  
Appalachian Corridor becomes the owner of a Nature  
Reserve for the first time. “We are honored and 
grateful that Mr. Plante trusts Appalachian Corridor 
to ensure the sustainability of this Reserve of  
outstanding ecological value,” stated Mélanie 
Lelièvre, Executive Director of Appalachian Corridor. 
 
L’Annedda Nature Reserve is located on the west bank of the St. Francis River, one kilometer upstream of the Ulverton River. “We care for the 
management and stewardship of the Reserve, and we will integrate our new ownership role to our mission of protecting natural habitats and 
biodiversity,” said Marie-José Auclair, President of Appalachian Corridor’s Board of Directors. The Reserve features a wooded shore at the 
edge of rapids. Several species of fish-eating birds feed there, such as the Great Blue Heron, Red-breasted Merganser, Belted Kingfisher and 
Osprey. Furthermore, the Bald Eagle ‒ a vulnerable species in Quebec ‒ regularly takes refuge in the Reserve. 
 
Mr. Plante has written a book about the mystery surrounding L’Annedda; to download the electronic version, visit the French Publ ications 
section of our website: www.appalachiancorridor.ca/. 

Appalachian Corridor’s team with Mr. Plante et Ms. Moisan 

Just One Click to Make a Donation! 

Appalachian Corridor’s major fundraising campaign is in full swing. We have already reached 80% 
of our million-dollar goal. Having met with business people, we now reach out to the community. 

Have you made a donation? If so, we thank you very much. Your donation really makes a difference. 
If you have not done it yet, it's easier than ever to donate and thus contribute to the protection of 
southern Quebec Appalachians’ natural habitats. Just visit the campaign website at 
campagne.corridorappalachien.ca . 

Thank you for your generosity. 
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NATURE PROTECTED FOREVERNATURE PROTECTED FOREVER  

Three Neighbors Join Forces to Protect 85 Hectares in North HatleyThree Neighbors Join Forces to Protect 85 Hectares in North Hatley  

Thanks to the work of the Massawippi Conservation Trust and Appalachian Corridor, three new properties  
bordering Lake Massawippi are now protected in perpetuity. The owners joined forces to make an ecological donation of 85 hectares of 
natural habitats on the Webster, North Hatley Club and Wilcox properties. The addition of these properties brings the number of protected 
hectares to nearly 292 in the Massawippi watershed, contributing to 12,500 protected hectares on Appalachian Corridor’s territory of  
action. 
 
Mélanie Lelièvre, Executive Director of Appalachian Corridor, declared: “We 
would like to thank the owners who allow protection of their lands, particu-
larly in sought-after areas. Thanks to them, natural habitats and biodiversity in 
the beautiful Massawippi Valley will be protected in perpetuity: majestic  
forests hosting birds such as the Wood Thrush, a species at risk in Canada.” 
 
It is possibly in the quality of water that these projects have the greatest  
impact: maintenance of their natural state plays a key role in Lake  
Massawippi’s water quality. These projects required four years of hard work, 
but it was definitely worth it. For her part, Margot Heyerhoff, Chair of the 
Massawippi Foundation, is thrilled with this transaction: “These three owners, 
as neighbours, came together to create a single large conservation package on 
a very important section of the ridge, which includes the iconic Black Point, 
and we thank them so much for their visionary co-operation.” 
 
These projects were concluded by the Massawippi Conservation Trust, which is active in the entire watershed to preserve lands neighboring 
Lake Massawippi and its tributaries and to ensure stewardship in perpetuity. Appalachian Corridor has provided an essential support to the 
Trust; its scientific and technical expertise has been crucial to the conservation of these properties. 
 

A New Dominant Land in Sutton JunctionA New Dominant Land in Sutton Junction  

 

Appalachian Corridor and Mount Echo Conservation Association (MECA) jointly  

announced the protection of 12.9 hectares in the Municipality of Sutton, thanks to the 

ecological donation made by Mr. Arthur Faucher. Mr. Faucher’s property features 

among the 12,500 hectares of privately-owned land already protected within  

Appalachian Corridor’s territory of action. When asked about the reasons why he 

wanted to protect his property, Mr. Faucher explained: “Several people around me 

started making ecological donations, so I decided to follow their lead. I do this for  

future generations.” This property ‒ a shelter for Wood Turtles, and nesting site for mi-

gratory birds preferring wetlands and woodland edges ‒ represents the first  

dominant land in Sutton Junction for MECA and opens the door to a new conservation 

area. Brian Herman, Chair of MECA declares: “Fresh water and Wood Turtles. Cedars, 

Hemlocks, Yellow Birch, Black Cherry, Spruce and Balsam Fir. A winter yard for White-

tailed Deer. Our first dominant land in Sutton Junction. This is a good start. Thank you 

Arthur Faucher!" 
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Temporary Changes in Executive Management at Appalachian Corridor Temporary Changes in Executive Management at Appalachian Corridor   

 

Mélanie Lelièvre, Executive Director of Appalachian Corridor 
since 2008, sets out on sabbatical to explore new horizons.  
Martine Ruel will ensure the interim office until Melanie's  
expected return in August 2016. 
 
“We are delighted that Martine agreed to take over the general 
management during Melanie’s leave of absence. We are fully 
confident that it will be a smooth transition,” said Marie-José 
Auclair, President of Appalachian Corridor’s Board of Directors. 
 
Before joining the Appalachian Corridor team, Martine Ruel was 
Coordinator of the Eastern Montérégie’s Commission régionale 
sur les ressources naturelles et le territoire (CRRNT) for seven 
years, as well as Director of the Yamaska Watershed Organiza-
tion from 2002 to 2007. Geographer by training, Martine is  
passionate about everything affecting natural habitats and  
improving the quality of the environment. 

Appalachian Corridor closely collaborates with landowners and partners to conclude conservation projects. We thank owners for their precious 

involvement in the creation of new protected areas. 

Mélanie Lelièvre, Martine Ruel and Marie-José Auclair, President of the Board of Directors 

From left to right: Guy Lizotte, Conservation Advisor, Appalachian Corridor; Nor-
man and Pat Webster, Donors; Susan Keller and Tom Wilcox, Donors; Margot 
Heyerhoff, Chair, Massawippi Foundation; Mélanie Lelièvre, Executive Director, 
Appalachian Corridor.  

From left to right: Brian Herman, Chairman of MECA, Mylène  
Paquette, Notary, Arthur Faucher, landowner and donor, David 
Brisson, Conservation Advisor with Appalachian Corridor and Elaine 
Rogers, Secretary at MECA. 



  

Our 2015Our 2015--2020 Strategic Plan is there!2020 Strategic Plan is there!  

 

The 2015-2020 Appalachian Corridor Strategic Plan has arrived, along with the colourful season!  

You wish to read it? It can be found in the Publications section of our website:  

www.appalachiancorridor.ca  

  

Dogs and Nature ReservesDogs and Nature Reserves  

  
Usually, in the province of Quebec, dogs are not allowed in Nature Reserves. Numerous dog owners could question this approach 
considering that dogs are part of the animal kingdom. However, there are specific reasons for this ban. Here they are. 
 
To help protect wildlife in a more vulnerable position than domestic animals 
Dogs are curious and omnivorous animals. Their presence can drive ground-dwelling 
birds away and scare small mammals. Chasing after a wild animal might be fun and 
games for a dog but it is a grueling experience for the prey. Even when dogs don’t 
catch the object of their chase, the potential prey needs to burn up a significant 
amount of energy to run away. Wild animals must find food themselves and this 
represents a significant energy expenditure, particularly in winter. Additional energy 
loss can lead to exhaustion and make life much easier for their predators., thus tipping 
the balance. Energy saving is especially important for gestating females, newborns 
and juveniles. 
 
To preserve flora 
Dogs can crush or destroy vegetation trampling out the trails and scratching or digging the soil. Sensitive plants such as Jack-in-the-
pulpits require four to seven years of growth before producing their first flowers, whereas Wild Leeks need seven to ten years and 
White Trilliums up to 17 years before reaching maturity! 
 
To make hikers’ observation easier 
Many hikers access protected areas in order to observe wildlife, enjoying birdwatching or the pleasure of discovering nature’s sights 
and sounds. The presence of dogs decreases the number and diversity of wildlife species remaining near hiking trails.  
 
Because there are so many 
Finally, we must consider added numbers, knowing that the réserve naturelle des Montagnes-Vertes is visited by an estimated 40,000 
people each year. If we assume that 10% of hikers own a dog, there is a potential of 4,000 dogs concentrated on only a few ki lometers 
of the most accessible trails! It’s easy to understand the major impacts this may have on biodiversity.  
 
Protected areas are among the last refuges for fauna and flora. In a nutshell, by respecting regulations banning dogs from accessing the 
most sensitive protected areas, we all contribute to protect our natural heritage. For a list of trails in natural areas allowing dogs on a 
leash within Quebec, check out www.baliseqc.ca. 
 
 

Together for Turtles!Together for Turtles! 

 
One of our Affiliates, Memphremagog Wetlands Foundation, is actively supporting 
the implementation of a Protection Plan for the Tomifobia River’s Wood Turtle popu-
lation, this species being listed as vulnerable in Quebec. The project is implemented 
by the Conseil de gouvernance de l’eau des bassins versants de la rivière Saint-
François (COGESAF) in collaboration with surrounding municipalities and several part-
ners, including Appalachian Corridor. 
 
For further information, please visit: 
http://cogesaf.qc.ca/plan-de-protection-de-la-tortue-des-bois-riviere-tomifobia/ 
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Bicknell’s Thrush is particularly sensitive to human-related 
disturbance including the presence of dogs.  

(Photo: Serge Beaudette) 

 
The new réserve naturelle des Montagnes-Vertes trail map is 
available. To get yours, visit your Tourist Information Office or 
contact David Brisson, RNMV Coordinator at 450 297-1145. 
 

www.rnmv.ca    
 

WARNING: HUNTING SEASON 
 

Our trails will be closed during hunting season: 
· From September 19 to October 9, 2015 inclusive. 
· From October 31 to November 15, 2015 inclusive. 
· From November 21 to November 29, 2015 inclusive. 

Be cautious and safe out there! 

Judy Hopps, Memphremagog Wetlands Foundation,  
and Maude Sirois, Intern at Appalachian Corridor 

http://www.appalachiancorridor.ca/
http://www.baliseqc.ca
http://cogesaf.qc.ca/plan-de-protection-de-la-tortue-des-bois-riviere-tomifobia/


HONOURING AN AFFILIATE MEMBER :  HONOURING AN AFFILIATE MEMBER :  MECAMECA  

WE WERE THERE !WE WERE THERE !  

FOCUS ON A SPECIES AT RISK : FOCUS ON A SPECIES AT RISK : The Monarch ButterflyThe Monarch Butterfly  

Presentation: Les milieux humides : Des richesses à protéger (Wetlands: Treasures to Protect) 
On April 15th, Biologist Caroline Daguet gave a lecture on wetlands at the Eastman Town Hall. This well-received presentation helped raise 
awareness about the importance of wetlands for biodiversity and in and-use planning. 
 
Workshop on Maps and Compasses at the PENS 
On August 8th, David Brisson hosted a family activity of orientation in the wild in the Parc d’environnement naturel de Sutton. A dozen outdoor 
enthusiasts showed up. 
 
Townshippers’ Day  
On September 12th, Appalachian Corridor took part in the Townshippers’ day. It was an opportunity to share our mission and our actions with 
the Eastern Townships’ Anglophone community. A hundred people or so stopped by our kiosk, and we donated a pair of annual passes for the 
réserve naturelle des Montagnes-Vertes to the silent auction. 
 
Eastman in Colors 
On September 19th in the Missisquoi Nord Park, Appalachian Corridor attended the launch of Eastman en couleurs (Fall colors in Eastman). 
The program included an interpretive walk about species at risk and their adaptation to season changes, species identification games and a 
short quiz on biodiversity to have fun and learn about natural habitats. 
 
Cold Hollow to Canada Annual Gathering 
Biologist Caroline Daguet led an interpretive walk and gave a lecture on the Wood Turtle at the annual gathering of our friends and partners 
from Vermont, Cold Hollow to Canada. 

Fall is a season conducive to the observation of Monarch butter-
flies enjoying the last rays of sunshine before migrating south for 
the winter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Description 
The Monarch is a large bright orange butterfly with black veins 
while the outer edge of the wings feature a wide black border with 
two rows of white spots. This species can be distinguished from the 
Viceroy butterfly by its size (approximately 10 cm wingspan) and 

the absence of a black inner margin on the hind wings. Monarch cat-
erpillars are striped yellow, black and white beauties that can reach  
5 cm in length. The pretty shiny green chrysalis hangs  
under the leaves or stems of Common Milkweed. 
 
Habitat  
The Monarch is primarily associated to Common Milkweed. It is 
therefore found in uncultivated fields, along roads, and in every open 
space where the plant grows. Winter habitats are Eucalyptus wood-
lands along the California coast, and the Oyamel fir forest in central 
Mexico. 
 
Threats 
The Monarch is currently facing three major threats: illegal logging, 
milkweed eradication and global warming. In Canada and the United 
States, the Monarch needs places to reproduce and feed. However, 
widely used herbicides progressively eradicate its first food source: 
Common Milkweed. Global warming threatens to disrupt the Mon-
arch’s migratory patterns owing to its effect on the climatic condi-
tions of its wintering area, summer breeding grounds and food  
supply territory. 

Mount Echo Conservation Association (MECA) is a non-profit organization with a mission to preserve the 
natural ecological heritage of the Mount Echo area in the Sutton Mountain Range. Members of MECA, 
mostly landowners living in the area, aim to protect natural habitats by way of conservation servitudes  
negotiated individually with private landowners, as well as through the implementation of conservation 
plans. MECA’s first conservation servitude was on the ex-Domtar property in Sutton (now owned by Nature 
Conservancy Canada). In addition, MECA owns or holds servitudes for 17 properties on the northwestern 
slopes of the Sutton Mountains. 

Terri Monahan, co-founder of Appalachian Corridor, was involved in the creation of MECA and served on its 
Board of Directors. 

 
Appalachian Corridor is a non-profit organization with a mission to protect 
natural habitats and biodiversity of southern Quebec Appalachians, in col-
laboration with private landowners, local conservation groups as well as 
regional, national and international partners.  

Appalachian Corridor, 37 des Pins Sud  
Eastman (QC)  J0E 1P0  
Tel: (450) 297-1145 • Email: info@corridorappalachien.ca  
ISSN 1708-1645 • Legal registration: Library & Archives Canada and Biblio-
thèque et Archives nationales Québec  
 
Visit our website at appalachiancorridor.ca 
 

 

Appalachian Corridor would like to thank the following donors for their 

support: The Government of Canada through the Habitat Stewardship Pro-

gram for Species at Risk, Canada's National Conservation Plan and Canada 

Summer Jobs; Open Space Conservancy Inc. (an affiliate of the Open Space 

Institute); the Fondation de la faune du Québec, Echo Foundation; the min-

istère des Transports du Québec; the US Fish & Wildlife Service (NMBCA); 

Mont-Orford National Park through the Fonds Parcs Québec; Mountain 

Equipment Co-Operative (MEC); the National Trails Coalition; the Cities of 

Granby, Bromont and Magog; and the municipalities of Austin, Eastman and 

East Bolton (Fonds Vert). 
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