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For immediate release
PROVINCIAL FUNDS CONFIRMED:
APPALACHIAN CORRIDOR WELCOMES THE CREATION OF THE PARC DES SOMMETS

Eastman, Monday February 26th, 2018 - Appalachian Corridor is pleased to learn that financial support was finally granted
by the provincial government to complete the financial plan for the creation of the Parc des Sommets in Bromont. Mélanie
Lelièvre, the organization’s Executive Director, welcomes "this decision where all parties win: biodiversity, communities
and, in a broader perspective, all Quebecers who will have access to this Park and enjoy the benefits of a protected natural
environment. This outcome really brings hope. "
A unique engagement from the people of Bromont
Appalachian Corridor wishes to congratulate the Government of Quebec and all the people and organizations involved
who invested time and energy during all these years. First and foremost, these include members of Protégeons Bromont
as well as the municipal council of Bromont who did an extraordinary job to support their community. We take this
opportunity to highlight the work of the Société de conservation du Mont Brome and Nature Conservancy Canada as well
as Les Amis des sentiers de Bromont for their contribution to this project. Appalachian Corridor is also very proud to have
played various roles in this issue. "We served as watchdogs and rung the alarm in 2014 with the council and local
community about the ecological value of this site. These extraordinary natural habitats could have been destroyed. It
shows the relevance of conservation groups and the importance of knowing the territory well" continued Mélanie Lelièvre.
Plenty of work ahead to protect biodiversity
Appalachian Corridor welcomes this great news but recalls that much remains to be done in terms of nature conservation
in Quebec. There is a long way to go before we reach Aichi’s target of 17% of terrestrial habitats protected by 2020 (there
are only c.3.5% of protected areas in southern Quebec). Moreover, despite laws that protect species at risk (such as the
Species at Risk Act and Quebec’s Loi sur les espèces menacées ou vulnérables), biodiversity continue to decline. "On private
land these laws don’t have teeth and it's time for a major revision of current legal tools to ensure efficient protection of
these species throughout the territory" said Mélanie Lelièvre. We support the government and hope they keeps up their
efforts to consolidate a strong and resilient network of protected areas.
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