
 
 

NEWS RELEASE  

For immediate release 
 

In collaboration with Appalachian Corridor, 

citizens unite to protect 13 hectares in Orford 

Orford, April 13, 2018 - Appalachian Corridor is pleased to announce the protection in perpetuity of a 13-

hectare property in the municipality of Orford. A group of citizens wanted to protect a large property to 

safeguard its natural habitats. Aware of the ecological importance of this area and sensitive to the aspirations 

of this group of citizens, Appalachian Corridor accompanied them throughout this interesting project. "We are 

proud to have used our expertise to benefit both the ecology and citizens! We warmly thank the project’s 

initiators, donors, and Mr. Collins who made a generous ecogift. Together, they chose to make a positive 

difference in protecting our forests and their biodiversity. We have an exceptional community that is truly 

committed to protecting the natural environment" said Mélanie Lelièvre, Executive Director at Appalachian 

Corridor. Serge Collins and Maryse Bisson added: "Making an ecological gift – what a wonderful way to protect 

and make this beautiful enchanted forest live forever, an ancestral land that, over the years led to so many 

wonderful memories. We are grateful to all these extraordinary beings who supported us in this ecological and 

biological project. A big thank you to all the donors of Le Havre and to the Appalachian Corridor’s team! "The 

donors, represented by Raymond Lalonde, stated "we are strong advocates of the environment and ecology, 

we live next door to this new protected area. We wanted to extend the réserve naturelle du lac Bran-de-scie, 

an existing protected area. Together, these adjacent areas represent approximately 32 hectares. We wanted 

to make a tangible gesture to increase protected areas in Quebec and especially those adjacent to the parc 

national du Mont-Orford. This will help maintain to free wildlife movements in the area and promote the 

protection and sound stewardship of our native species. " 

Citizens committed to protecting natural areas 

Inspired by another group from the municipality of Orford who had protected natural habitats near the lake À 

la Truite last year, the citizens joined forces in a fundraising campaign that led to a prompt project completion. 

"I want to greet all donors warmly. This is an exceptional initiative and I am proud to see the commitment of 

our community. Nature is part of Orford’s DNA and this group of citizens has taken the means to protect their 

part of the country: bravo! I hope this initiative will have a snowball effect with other citizens to preserve a 

maximum of important natural areas throughout our territory" said Marie Boivin, Mayor of Orford. 

 



 
 

Rich natural habitats on the outskirts of the Parc national du Mont-Orford 

Located in a mountainous area, the new protected land is home to several species at risk, such as the Ring-

necked Snake and the Northern Dusky Salamander. More than 27 bird species have been identified including 

the Blue-winged Warbler, Crowned Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, Black-and-White Warbler, 

Spotted Woodpecker, and Blue-headed Vireo, all species identified as priorities by the Wildlife Canadian 

Service of Environment Canada. 

Due to its geographical location in the peripheral zone of Quebec’s Mount-Orford national park, the 

protection of this property contributes to safeguard quality habitats for numerous species and allows wide-

ranging mammals such as moose, fisher or bobcat to expand their territory. Finally, the protection of this 

property contributes to the water quality of lake Bran-de-scie downstream. 

Protecting this new land was made possible thanks to generous local donors. Appalachian Corridor also thanks 

the following financial partners: Environment and Climate Change Canada, The Nature Conservancy of Canada, 

la Fondation de la faune du Québec, Echo Foundation and the Municipality of Orford. In addition, a portion of 

this project was donated to Appalachian Corridor under the Government of Canada's Ecological Gifts Program, 

which provides enhanced tax incentives to individuals or corporations donating ecologically-significant land. 
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For more information, please contact: 

 
Mylène Alarie 
Communications and philanthropy Coordinator 
Appalachian Corridor 
450 297-1145 ext. 224 
mylene.alarie@corridorappalachien.ca  
www.corridorappalachien.ca  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Appalachian Corridor’s team with the donors 
who helped protect 13 hectares in Orford 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
The Northern Dusky Salamander, an species at 
risk in Quebec, finds refuge in a stream 
on the Collins-Le Havre d’Orford new 
protected area. 
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